
Local Support That  

Makes a Difference 

Caring Hands  
    In partnership with the Tracy Hospital  
Foundation, HOHF friends and youth put  

together bags of  
necessities for  
families with sick 
children that need to 
be transferred to 
specialty hospitals. 
These bags include 
items such as gas 
cards, snacks, toiletry 
items and homemade 

blankets (as pictured here with Becki Brown).  
Giving to Local Hospitals  
     HOHF recognizes the most direct and  
certain way to give to families with children in 
health crisis is through the very facilities that 
are treating them. Partnering with local  
hospitals such as Sutter Tracy Community 
Hospital, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital in 
Stanford and UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital 
Oakland, HOHF has given nearly $50,000 to 
these facilities in 2014 with the help of  
cherished supporters like you.  $25,000 of that 
was used by Tracy’s local Hospital to help 
purchase new fetal  
monitors & pulse  
oximeters for their birthing 
center, so screening for 
serious heart defects in 
babies can help detect 
and potentially save a life.  
Our partnership with 
Tracy’s Community Partnership for Families of 
San Joaquin (CPFSJ) is helping several local 
families with children in a health crisis, as 
HOHF gifted them $10,000 in May of 2014 to 
administer grants on behalf of HOHF. 
 

(Pictured: Natalie & Zoey Swanson. Zoey had open heart 
surgery last year and graced us with her beautiful smiles 
at the HOHF fundraising event in September) 

Valentine’s Day 2015 

A GOOD REASON TO SUPPORT HOHF! 

A NOTE FROM BONNIE 

     Max, who lives in Stockton, was born with a Congenital Heart Defect called Ventricular Septal  
Defect (VSD). In essence, Max had a hole in his heart that was starving his body from oxygen. He had 
open heart surgery at Lucille Packard Children's Hospital Stanford (LPCH) on Monday Sept. 29, 2014 
to repair his VSD. His surgery lasted nearly 5 hours. During the repair of the VSD the surgeon noted 
that the hole was 1cm, much larger than originally noted in the echo.  Max came out of the OR and 
was transferred directly to the Cardio-Vascular ICU at LPCH.  As scared as we were when we saw our 
baby boy the first night in the CVICU, we knew that the nurses and doctors had being doing a great 
job taking care of our boy.  Being a nurse I am all too familiar with the equipment in the  hospital but 
seeing my son on a ventilator with pacer wires pacing his little heart was hard to accept. The first night 
was very emotional.  The staff and the care Max received from LPCH was stellar!  Over the next few 
days Max grew stronger and stronger and was discharged home on the forth post-operative day.  Max 
is doing great.  He is happy to be home and we are so grateful for a wonderful outcome.  
      The financial support HOHF gave us was extremely helpful.  We had a  
hotel (Stanford Guest House) that was a 6 minute drive from LPCH.  I would 
sleep at the bedside and my husband would sleep at the hotel and we would 
switch-off daily.  Having a hotel room away from the hospital was a  
blessing.  The hotel provided some privacy and a sanctuary to emotionally 
unwind away from the hustle and bustle of the hospital. Thank you so very 
much for the support HOHF provided us in such a critical time. The support 
HOHF gave our family just days prior to the surgery was greatly  
appreciated...one less thing to stress about.  I wish there was a better way for 
me to express my gratitude. (Mother of Max) 

This Valentine’s Day 

 do something great  
with your Heart… 

 
Whether you Love with it, 

Live with it, Follow it or 

Give with it… 

MAKE IT COUNT! 

How Sweet It Is! 

    What a sweet thing it is to be welcoming 2015 while reflecting back and appreciating 2014.  It’s hard to believe 
another year as well as another Hearts of Harvest event has come and gone.  We welcomed a new location at River 
Islands in Lathrop and were blessed by you, our Sponsors, Donors and Attendees.  Thanks to you we raised 
$75,000!!!  Can you join me in saying AMAZING?!!!!!!!!   

    In addition to this incredible gift of money raised, 2014 brought us blessings within our volunteer team, which in 
turn lead to new members for our board.  I’m always in awe and thankful for those who join us in our mission; to 
provide financial assistance and support to families and their children of our community who are in a health crisis. 
The operating principles of the organization include: 

 Helping to prevent heart disease in children by supporting research and education. 
 Offering financial assistance to families in crisis with children who have a heart condition. 
 Having a sound accountability and research plan for administering donations. 
 Forming Partnerships with non-profit groups in our community. 

     Since we began Hearts of Harvest in 2001, we have been blessed by countless hours of time and talents by 
people who may or may not have a child with a heart defect.  And for this I’m am truly humbled and honored to work 
alongside this incredible team!  We know there are a lot of worthy causes in our 
community and around the world to support.  WE sincerely thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts for making Hearts of Harvest one of yours!   

 

Bonnie Smith 
President 



The beat from Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital... 

Throughout our fiscal year 2012/2013, over 600 people were served through our various Camp Taylor programs.  Your very generous gift of $30,000 was 
instrumental in helping CT bring our family camp back to Kennolyn Camp in Soquel, California allowing many families from the Central Valley & Bay Area/
Silicon Valley the opportunity to come together in a “close to home” environment yet a world away from their daily challenges that living with heart disease 
puts on a family. In addition to helping our family camp program, HOHF gifts continue to boost our camp programs as we moved to a new facility at  
California State University Stanislaus in Turlock in order to grow our programs and not turn children away.  

   
Thank you for being a solid partner in helping children with this number one birth defect. We have, unfortunately, 
been to many camper funerals over the last several years and there are always photos of their time at Camp 
Taylor and a mention of how greatly our programs impacted their often-short lives.  Thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts for caring so deeply for these children who would not otherwise have opportunities to meet children 
like themselves and feel secure, safe, and accepted.  Kimberlie Gamino, Camp Taylor, Inc. 

In the spring of 2013 we discovered that our 3 month old daughter, Hannah, had a rare and deadly heart defect called ALCAPA. She was 
flown to Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital for Emergency open heart surgery. I have “been there” so to speak. I have spent a month and 
a half in hospitals without so much as seeing my home. I have been prepared for the worst, knowing that the odds weren’t great. I have 
lived through the nightmare of seeing her heart stop on multiple occasions. I sat next to a hospital bed just praying for the day when I 
would hear my daughter cry again. I have mothered this little girl through months of recovery and withdrawals. I 
have battled insurance companies with medical expenses that totaled over $1.6 Million... After all of this, I have 
made it a life goal to do whatever I possibly can in order to help any other young family who might find themselves 

in a similar situation…. Then I was taken in by Hearts of Harvest. In this foundation, I have met women who have given blood, sweat and 
tears to this very cause. I have witnessed unparalleled, selfless commitment, passion and hard work. I have been moved by what this group 
is willing to give, in order to give and for that reason I am honored to become a part it. From what I have seen, I am convinced these ladies 
have some sort of super-human, philanthropic super power that propels them to work so hard and do so much. It is my hope that I can at 
least add a little bit to the already incredible Hearts of Harvest Foundation, doing amazing things for a cause I am so passionate about. 

Jeanna Hoff   

“THE GIVING OF ONE HEART TO ANOTHER” 

Kerry Harris  

NEW TO THE BOARD 

The beat from Camp Taylor... 

Camper Quotes: 
“When camp ends, the relationships don’t.  They stay with you forever.”  ~ Austin, Teen Camper 
“I suddenly do not care about my scars after going to camp.  ~ Youth Camper 

The beat from UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland… 
Listed below is just a sampling of how families were helped who have children with heart disease being treated at UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland: 

Funds used to help 18 families travel by BART (31 trips to Oakland), one by Amtrak and one by Greyhound. 53 Families 
were given gas cards to assist with 72 round trips to Oakland. 

Funds helped with 15 funerals and Safeway cards were given to 47 families. 

Funds used to purchase stroller for young family, three reusable scales to help families of 
single ventricles & shunts track weight gain at home, parking expenses for 6 visits. 

Funds were used to cover the out of pocket expenses for six prescriptions (six different 
patients). Funds were used to pay rent for one family. 

    Our latest gifting report shows us providing critical services and funding to more than 300 heart 
patients and their families since 2012. Thanks to your donors support, we have been able to provide 
accommodation needs, transportation needs, meal tickets, groceries and basic supplies to families. 
Sadly, we treat many children with rare and challenging conditions, some of which we cannot cure. 
HOHF support has allowed us to provide financial assistance to offset the cost of many funerals. We 
continue to be grateful to HOHF for their wonderful support that truly makes a difference for families 
and their children who are experiencing a health crisis. 

In the spring of 2013 my husband and I attended a function at Robert and Becki 
Brown’s home. It was there that I discovered a book that Becki had written that 
described her journey with her son Erikson who was born with a heart defect. At the 
time I had no idea that the following August my daughter would receive news that, at 
20 weeks, her baby would be born with Double Inlet Left Ventricle with malpositioned great vessels and a narrowing of the 
pulmonary artery.  In layman terms, our precious Zoey would be born with only 1 ventricle. As soon as I left the doctor’s office 
with my daughter, I called Becki.  I cannot describe how much the emotional support from Becki, and later from Pam McCain, 

helped us to navigate the unfamiliar journey we were about to embark on.  At the time of the diagnosis, my daughter and son-in-law had many 
concerns for their baby as well as whether they would be able to survive the financial toll that the medical bills would bring. Not having full 
coverage could mean losing their home. The time away from their older son was also a huge worry. Through all of this I was able to learn more 
about Hearts of Harvest and their incredible mission to help families affected by heart disease.  I am so honored and blessed to have the 
opportunity to serve with this amazing group of people who’s passion and commitment to helping others is, to say the least, inspiring.  

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE!! 

We have a whole new look!! Come 
check out our new website @  
 

www.HeartsOfHarvest.Org 



2013 

Our Treasured Donors 
 

Our Sweet Donors 2014 

 
Hearts of Vision 

$2,500 & up 
 
Anonymous 
Brown, Kristi** 
Brown Sand, Inc. 
ERH Farms, LLC 
Magnum Trucking, Inc. 
Premier Hyundai and Premier  
  Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram of Tracy 
Sutter Tracy Community Hospital 
Vernalis Enterprises, Inc. 
 

Hearts of Care 
$1,000 - $2,499 

 
The Brown Foundation  
  ~ Lorraine Masterson 
Brown, Mike and Karel 
Costa Farms 
Dairy Avenue, LLC 
Fondse, Randy and Sally 
George, Bruce and Debbie 
Hellard, Greg and Peg 
Jenkins, Heidi  
Lazette, Kevin and Martha 
Liamos, Charlie and Karen* 
McCain, Steve and Pam 
Mizuno Farms, Inc. 
Musco Family Olive Company 
New Legend, Inc. 
Oxarart, Frank and Sarah 
Sharick, Tim and Nancy 
Tracy Hills Growers & Vintners Assoc. 
Tuff Boy Leasing, LLC 
 

Heats of Compassion 
$500 - $999 

 
AG-CON Equipment Company, Inc. 
Beattie & Aghazarian, LLP 
Cardoza, Bowen + 
Donoho, Rob and Becky 
Gilmore, Rick 
Hall, Tom and Joan 
Hirth, Greg and Joni* 
McManis, Justin 
Neumiller & Beardslee 
Repetto, Mike 
Vande Pol, Gerard & Bonnie 
Vehrs, Don and Julie 
Veilleux, Jeff and Shannon 
Virginia Mechanical, Inc. 

Hearts of Vision 
$2,500 & up 

 
Anonymous 
Premier Hyundai, and Premier 
  Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram of Tracy 
Thrivent Financial 

 
Hearts of Care 
$1,000 - $2,499 

 
**The Brown Foundation, 
       Matterson, Lorraine 
 

Heats of Compassion 
$500 - $999 

 
*Brown, Robert and Becki 
**Machado, John and Lucy 
Oxarart, Frank and Sarah 
 

Hearts of Courage 
$100 - $499 

 
Blanchard, Steve 
+Brown, Jackie 
Costco, Livermore 
DenHollander, Eidie and friends 
+DeVito, Kevin and Rae  
+Elliott, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
+Enos, Marty and Jean 
+Hakeem, Dave and Shellie  
Ives, Brent and Lynda  
Kamper, Scott and Tami  
+Motley, Gene and Evelyn  
Tracy Hills Growers & Vintners Assoc. 
+Tuff Boy Leasing Inc, 
  ~ Harris, Marty and Kerry 
+Vehrs, Don & Julie  
Vos, Brian and Lynette 
 

Friends of Hearts of Harvest 
$10 - $99 

 
***Bruning, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Bruning State Bank, Fred and Jerry 
Cameron, Frank and Judy 
Foos, David and Nettie 
Hardebeck, Jeff 
+Kagehiro, Russell and Kelly 
+Johnson, Dana and Susan 
+Pombo, Elaine and Ernie 
+Priebe, Margaret 
+Sonnenburg, Doug and Donna  

 

Memorial Gifts Given 
 

*In memory of Beve Olson  
** In memory of Budge Brown 
***In memory of Dr. Walter Reiss 
 

Gifts Given in Honor of 
 

+ Robert and Becki Brown’s 
 25th Anniversary 

Hearts of Courage 
$100 - $499 

 
Boersma, David and AnneMaria 
Bowman, Barbara 
Bowman, Vince and Pam 
Brabec, Joe and Cathy 
Bracamonte, Reynaldo & Maricela 
Brasil, Roy and Cheryl 
Brichetto, John and Jackie 
Bruning State Bank 
Busch, Bering  
Cameron, Frank and Judy   
Casey’s Bakery, Inc. 
Catlett, Jerry and Jill  
Clift, Miles and Linda  
Dela Riva, Tracey  
Den Hollander, Eidie  
Falcon, Eduardo and Carol  
Gotelli, Patricia 
Gregorios, Edger and Nimfa 
Gustafson, John and Cindy  
Harrison, Brad and Lora 
Johmann, Brian and Jenny  
Moore, Andrew and Janice 
Motley, Gene and Evelyn 
O’Rourke, Erin 
Rond, Daryl and Debra 
Rotermund, Cody and Mary 
Spatafore, Margaret 
Spires, Brad 
Stoemer, Bill and Windy 
Thoming, John W. 
Thompson, Dave and Carol  
VanVliet, Mike and Vonda 
Vos, Brian and Lynette 
 

Friends of Hearts of Harvest 
$10 - $99 

 
Brenkwitz, Thomas and Mary Anne 
Hardbeck, Jeff 

Hoag, Charles +  

Hoffer, Robert and Nella 
Jacobson, Howard and Kathy 
Kenndy, F. 
Kong, Raymond and Noriko  
Mantelli, Dale and Peggy Longwell 
Ramirez, Edward and Pam 
Rogers, Stephanie 
Smith, Jacob 
Ward, Patricia  
Wever, Hilda  
 

 

Memorial Gifts Given 
In Memory Of 

 
*Sarah Liamos 
**Budge and Arlene Brown 
* Ann Hoag 
 

Gifts Given In Honor Of 
 

+ Hannah Hoff 
 

Please forgive us if we have accidentally 
omitted or misspelled any names. 



Hearts of Harvest Foundation 
793 South Tracy Blvd. #149 
Tracy, CA 95376 

Stay Informed! 

Board Members 

Becki Brown - Executive Director 
Pam McCain - Director of Finance /             
            Treasurer 
Bonnie Smith - President 
Sarah Oxarart - Secretary 
Jeanna Hoff - Vice President 
Kerry Harris - Board Member 

Please send us your email address in the enclosed envelope or you can email Becki at 
Brown1vine@aol.com if you would like to receive our eNewsletter version of Heart Matters. Becki 

will send it out 2-3 times a year to keep you updated on the latest HOHF news and keep you  
informed on how your gifts are making a difference.  

Our Mission 

To provide financial assistance and  

support to families and children in our 

community who are in a health crisis. 

& Contributing editors 


